
                                                                                                             

Autumn 2: Year 1                                                      Theme: All Kinds of Celebrations 

 

 

 

Core texts 

Writing Author in the Spotlight 

Author: David Lucas 
 

     
 

 

 
Author: Nathan Bryon 

Learning topic (Big 

Question) 

Key questions Key Vocabulary 

English 
To write a party invitation and a 

reflective diary entry. 

What would you say to encourage your friends to come to your party? What would you 

include in your party invitation if you had to invite your relatives and friends to your birthday 

party? How is Halibut feeling at the start of the story? How is Halibut feeling towards the end 

of the story? How do Halibut’s feelings change throughout the story?  

shy, scared, frightened, fearful, 

nervous, worried, anxious, 

confident terrified, petrified, 

camouflage.  

Maths 

Number & Shape 

Can you subtract numbers within 20? 

Can you name and describe 2D and 

3D shapes? 

Can subtraction be done in any order? How do you know? Can you find the difference 

between two numbers by counting up from the smallest number? How many sides does a 

circle, triangle, square, rectangle have? Can you describe the faces on the 3D shapes? 

subtract, take away, count back, 

less than, difference, count up, 

circle, square, triangle, rectangle, 

cube, cuboid, pyramid, sphere,  

Science 

Animals & Humans 

 

How are hippos different to humans? 

 

What are the key features of the human body? How do we use our 5 senses? How is a 

mammal different to a bird and a fish? Where do reptiles and amphibians live?  

mammal, amphibian, reptile, bird, 

fish, habitat, carnivore, herbivore, 

omnivore 

History 

What houses and homes did people 

used to live? 

What houses and homes do people live in today both in the U.K and around the world? 

Can you describe the houses and homes people used to live in? Can you name the key 

features of a house?  

Terrace, detached, semi-

detached, roof, door, window, 

chimney,  

Religious Education 
What festivals do different religions 

celebrate? 

Why do our Jewish friends celebrate Hannukah? Why do Christians celebrate Christmas? 

How do Christians celebrate Christmas? Can you re-tell what happens in the Christmas 

story?  

Hannukah, hope, menorah, 

Christian, Christmas, Nativity, 

Jesus, Mary, Joseph, Shepherds, 

three wise men.  

PSHE 

Health and Wellbeing 

How can we keep our body and mind 

healthy? 

How do our feelings affect our bodies and how we behave? What physical activity do you 

do to keep healthy? How do relaxation activities help us to be healthy both physically and 

mentally? 

Feelings, emotions, exercise, 

relaxation, sleep,  

PE 

Games 

What are the different ways we can 

send and receive a ball? 

Can you feel your heart beating faster? Why is it important to warm up? 

Why is it good to play and get out of breath? What skills do we need to learn to play 

invasion games? 

aim, freeze, roll, turn, underarm, 

avoid, catch, retrieve, striking,  

dribble 

Computing 

Coding 

How can we use coding to make 

objects move? 

What is coding? What is the event? What are the objects? What is the action?   instructions, algorithm, code, 

event(s), object(s), action(s), 

executes, run, scene, debugging, 

sprite 

Design Technology 

Structures 

What are windmills and how do they 

work? 

What is a structure? What are structures for? What is a windmill?  What were windmills 

traditionally used for? What are they used for now? What are the three main parts of a 

windmill? Why do windmills need turbines? 

 axle, bridge, model, net, structure, 

unstable, stable, strong, weak  

P.E. Day:  

Tuesday 

Roding Learning Behaviours  

Curiosity, Application, Reflection, 

Resilience, Independence  

 

Please remember to READ with your child EVERY DAY! 
Key phonics sounds: Digraphs: ou, ow, au, aw 

Key tricky words: was, the, I, to, he, she, we, your, you 

 


