
Spring 1: Year 1                                                      Theme:  Our Local Area 

Core texts 

Writing Author in the Spotlight 

 
 

 
Author: Julia Donaldson 

 

 
Author: Ibtihaj Muhammad 

Learning topic 

(Big Question) 
Key questions Key Vocabulary 

English 

 

The Magic Paintbrush 

 

To write a monologue and story 

 

How did Shen help people with the magic paintbrush? If you had a magic paint 

brush what would you paint and why? In what way was Shen brave and resilient? 

Excited, scared, nervous, 

frightened, terrified, petrified, 

brave, resilient  

Maths 

Number & Shape 

Can you partition numbers into 

tens and ones? 

Can you name and describe 2D 

and 3D shapes? 

Can you say how many tens and ones there are for different numbers between 

20 and 100? Can you count up from the biggest number to find a total? Can you 

subtract a one digit number form a 2-digit number? Can you sort 2D and 3D 

shapes according to their properties?  

Partition, tens, ones, whole 

number, part,  count up, 

circle, square, triangle, 

rectangle, cube, cuboid, 

pyramid, sphere,  

Science 

Everyday Materials 

What could you use to make a 

hedgehog house? 

Can you name and describe everyday materials found at home? What materials 

are the everyday objects you use and play with made of?  

Strong, rigid, flexible, bendy, 

smooth, soft, hard, stretchy, 

waterproof, transparent,  

Geography 

Our Local Area 

 What is it like to look in Woodford 

Green? 

What are some human features and physical features at Roding? What would a 

map of my school look like?  What are some human and physical features in 

Woodford Green?  What does a map of Woodford Green look like? 

local, community, near, far, 

left, right, church, shop, 

school, trees, pond, road, 

houses,  

Religious Education 
Who is Christian and what do they 

believe? 

What is a parable?  Why is the Bible important to our Christian friends?   parable, Bible, forgiveness, 

healing,  

PSHE 

Safety and the Changing Body 

How can I stay safe inside & 

outside of school? 

How should I respond safely to adults who I don’t know inside and outside of 

school? Who can I talk to if I feel worried both inside and outside of school? How 

do I stay safe when taking medicines? What should I do in the event of an 

accident? 

stranger, danger, medicine, 

emergency, safety 

PE Striking, Throwing, Catching 

Can you show different ways of striking using a bat and a ball? Can you throw 

an object to hit a target? Can you throw and catch using one hand/two 

hands? 

Send, receive, pass, target, 

throw, catch  

Computing Lego Builders 
What is an instruction? What is an algorithm? Why do we need to debug code? Instruction, algorithm,  

program, debug 

Art 

What is around me and why? 

Artist in the Spotlight – Alan 

Younger Stained Glass window 

Artist 1933-2004 

Can you draw curved and straight lines? Are all buildings made of bricks? What 

3D shapes are churches made of? What junk model materials can you use to 

make a model of a church? What does the church in Woodford Green look like? 

church, steeple, wall, stained 

glass window, brick, shape, 

colour, material 



                                                                                                             

PE Day:  

Tuesday 

Roding Learning Behaviours  

Curiosity, Application, Reflection, 

Resilience, Independence  

 

Please remember to READ with your child EVERY DAY! 

Practise reading and spelling the tricky words: he, she, we, me, was, they all, 

her, were, have,  

 


