
                                                                                                             

Spring 1: Year 1                                                      Theme:  Our Local Area 

 

Core 
texts 

Writing Author in the Spotlight 

 
Author: Julia Donaldson 

 

 
Author: Ibtihaj Muhammad 

Learning topic 
(Big Question) 

Key questions Key Vocabulary 

English 

 

The Magic Paintbrush 

To write a monologue and a narrative. 

 

Who are the main characters in the story? How does the main character feel at different points in the story? 
What makes this story magical? What happens at the beginning, middle and end of the story? How can we 
show what a character is thinking and feeling? How can we change the story or add our own ideas? 

character, feelings, beginning, 
middle, end, magical, paintbrush, 
story 

Maths 

Number & Shape 

Can you partition numbers into tens 

and ones? 

Can you count groups of 2, 5 or 10? 

Can you partition numbers into tens and ones? Can you count groups of 2, 5 or 10? How can we show 
numbers using tens and ones? How can we group objects to count them more easily? What patterns do you 
notice when counting in 2s, 5s or 10s? How can we use tens and ones to help with addition and subtraction? 

partition, tens, ones, count, group, 
addition, subtraction, pattern 

Science 

Humans and other animals 

How are Hippos different to humans? 

What animals can we identify and name? Which animals are herbivores, carnivores or omnivores? How can 
we use our senses to explore animals and humans? How do fish, amphibians and reptiles differ in their 
structure? How do mammals and birds differ in their structure? What are the key features of the human 
body and which senses are linked to them? 

animal, human, herbivore, 
carnivore, omnivore, senses, 
observe, classify 

History 
Our Local Area 

 What is it like to look in Woodford 

Green? 

What is it like to look in Woodford Green? What are some human and physical features at Roding? What 
would a map of my school look like? What are some human and physical features in Woodford Green? What 
does a map of Woodford Green look like? 

local, community, near, far, left, 
right, church, shop, school, trees, 
pond, road, houses 

Religious 
Education 

Who is Christian and what do they 

believe? 

What is a parable? Why is the Bible important to our Christian friends? What do Christians believe about 
forgiveness and healing? How do parables help Christians learn lessons? Who are the key figures in the 
Bible? How can we show respect for Christian beliefs? 

parable, Bible, forgiveness, healing 

PSHE 
Safety and the Changing Body 

How can I stay safe inside & outside of 

school? 

How can I stay safe inside and outside of school? How should I respond safely to adults who I don’t know 
inside and outside of school? Who can I talk to if I feel worried both inside and outside of school? How do I 
stay safe when taking medicines? What should I do in the event of an accident? 

stranger, danger, medicine, 
emergency, safety 

PE 
Gymnastics 

How many ways can you jump and 

move safely 

How many ways can you jump and move safely? How many different ways can you travel using high and 
low movements? How far can you run, jump and land? What jumping movements can you do? 

forward, backward, sideways, roll, 
jump, slide, hop, distance, length, 
long 

Computing Lego Builders 
What is an instruction? What is an algorithm? Why do we need to debug code? How do instructions tell a 
computer what to do? How can we find and fix mistakes in code? 

instruction, algorithm, program, 
debug 

Art 
What is around me and why? 

Artist in the Spotlight – Alan Younger 

Stained Glass window Artist 1933-2004 

Can you draw curved and straight lines? Are all buildings made of bricks? What 3D shapes are churches 
made of? What junk model materials can you use to make a model of a church? What does the church in 
Woodford Green look like? 

church, steeple, wall, stained glass 
window, brick, shape, colour, 
material 

P.E. Day: 
Monday 

 

Roding Learning Behaviours  
Curiosity, Application, Reflection, 

Resilience, Independence  

 

READ with your child every day. TWO entries in your Reading Journal per week. 

Spelling Tests: Thursdays 
 


